The effect of a history of alcohol dependence in adult major depression.
We examined 180 patients with a principal diagnosis of Major Depression, with or without a lifetime diagnosis of alcohol dependence. In the ever-dependent group, the GAF was lower; cannabis dependence higher; and Borderline, Schizotypal and Paranoid personality disorders more common. They reported more paranoia and interpersonal sensitivity on the Hopkins Symptom Checklist and more friction and interpersonal behaviour on the Social Adjustment Scale. On the Temperament and Character Inventory, novelty seeking was higher and persistence and cooperativeness lower. PBI scores and family histories did not differ significantly. Treatment outcome did not vary, except that subjects with lifetime alcohol dependence and current heavy drinking did less well.